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1. WILDLIFE POPULATIONS =~ = .

, Régular;bigveekly}counté‘bf §até?fdw1'dnd wtdiﬁé‘bif&gfééré'made N

" on the prescribed iaventory routes from Cemp Coruelia boat dock to .

- . Buzzard Roost ard Ganeet Eakesfand'fromfthngones3Island §ogt dock to -
' Big Water Lake through April 2, 1966. . . R ST

. Water levels in the‘éwdmplweréfthVe-nd:m@ljuniii-éariy/May and the -

weather was uausually cool during the spring season. Flowers and shrubs

bloomed later than normal and somg;of th9fbirde‘v¢re'not1¢eab1yflatgr“

" in starting nesting activities. .

. A. _Wading Birds

Comnmon Egréts.'_iTheséjbiids wefe,comﬁbﬁfthroughout-ﬁbéfwihter and

* spring even though the weather was unusually cold and they are using the - -
- pookery near thefoldjcannet1Lak§xboat'trgilyagain this year. - = i

Snowy Bgrets. Theséfﬁiiaé:ﬁéfe gohe by:eerly'fallxofliaet’jéar, '

. The Tirot observations this year were of two birds sloug the Pocket road

“on March 28, . By May they were frequeutly seen along the refuge vomd .
sides and the swamp edge. - e T

Cattle ngets;/' Th¢ fifé;fbbseryation'or thi3 sp@éieéfVéé’of_g B

single bird in the Pocket on March 28, They heve since become numerous

and are frequently seen in the svemp and in paatures:g&jacent to refuge
"lands. They are using the same.rookery inJChesser3Prait1ejtha§Athey_' :

used last yeer. T o T

Great Blue Herons.  Th§s§ 1grée bifds‘are°seeh,régﬁl@riy bﬁfia:é“

. well dispersed throughout the swamp as only & few are seen in any ome .
- avea. At least three pairs nested successfully,in’CheSSer_Prairie.
‘Their nests were comstructed im tall de:dfcyptesgktrees a;tew“ygrdav.

‘south of the egret rookery,

. Little Blue Heroms. . - fLittlé?biué'ﬁeroﬂs were'ceéhfin:gfehﬁer oum-

" bers during this spring despite the cooler temperatures. Many immature

i birds were observed during the.winter'and-Bpringlmoﬂthsi&ndjsome-stilll
vearing their Whitﬁ'Plﬂmdgefwérejpbéerved.atfthe{rookéry“1p~0h¢sser~j' -

Green Herons. Greeniheronsceen bnly-Occ;éiodgllyfdﬁfiﬁg,the.iirst i
part of this pericd began arriving iu‘increaaing'numberS;throﬁgh.early
May. They are now frgqnently~seen_over‘most-qf’the.acgesqible areas




J_’_,i‘
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and they are using the rookery in Chesser Prairie.»

Louisiana Berons Two Louisiana herons were seen along the Su-
wannee Canal in early June. These herons vere infrequent vieitors to
the refuge .

White Ibises. COn31derable numbera of these birds stayed at the
‘refuge during the winter. As many as 315 birds were counted in a
single flock in January. Large 2§%pers have been observed flying into
a roost above the Suwannee River ring Msy and June. , ,

Wood Ibises. Two wood ibises vere seen at the Suwannee River Sill
" on June 1. During 1965 wood ibises visited the refuge as early as )
March 22 snd: 210 were, counted at Big Water oun June 4 during a.period of
low water. Only two observations totalling three birds have been ma&e
this year. c : , S

Sandhill Cran&a,ﬁ The number of sandhill cranea seen on kR regular
waterfovl count wes slightly higher than in 1965.  The f£ollowing counta

o were mndc in Chesser and Grand ?rgiries for the. years 1960 through 1966 _

2660 1961 1962 1963 1961; 1065 . 1966 19e7 -
76 -

- = TW e

 Late January - 2k 8 . 66 - -- [,;;vh3,-' - 12 o
Eerly February -~ 19 4 110 - -- = 18 8 - 10 7
 Late February _f T e == == 130 8 1 7

Early Merch -~ 6 19 8 - by 7 18 7
Late March 2 210 == e 2 12 g

Early Aprit. 2 0 o em omm - e T M
LatA.April '-"5;‘ - '26*v‘ --;".,n-- , --j_ﬁ,»lOif -
Miscellaneous Biras. Anhingas ‘are seen frequeutly along the swamp

" waterr'ooursen and at least tyo pairs have teen seen in the Chesser Prairie
rookery. Two suow geese and one blue goose were seen in Chase Prairie

. op Jenulry 1 end four blue geese were seen in Chesser Prairie on Mkrch_lsg

Ore glossy ibis ves seen on February 27 and 28 along the Pocket road.

 The Pirst syallowtail kite was observed on Timber Compartment 12 oun

March 31 and several obscrvations of at least four kites have been made.
' Three pairs of ospreys were resting in Chesser Prairie on March 2. One .

- pest was later abandoned. Black-crcwned night herons were seen fre- -

_quently until early” spring. American bitteras were lagt seen on .
- January 18 and a. eingle least bittern was seen at the Chesser Prairie
rookery: on April 28 . , . _

B. Waterfoul.

Waterfowl populations during the late winter and early spring
- gveraged 64% lower theam during the came period in 1965. Some kﬁgratory
ducks stayed until mid-March thic year. By April 1 onmly nesting wood
ducks and & few trausient blue-winged teal remained at Okefenokee..~

. On March 28 ‘Mr. Frank McGilvery, wildlife Biologist, Patuxent
Research Center, visited the refuge and inspected the wood duck nesting

boxes. He concluded that the 85 boxes on the west side, which vere

2




Hf'andehgsaerfPrairiee during January.

constructed from surplus ammupition boxes, were not suiteble for nesting -
boxes and ghould be abamdoned. None of‘these,boxés'hadﬂeverrbeen”uaedv -
, by nesting wood ducks. The boxes had no salvage value and were left for

"the squirrels, wreas and flycatchers, - S S S P o

Twenty-four new cypress boxes were cOnetructed.and ere6ted.1ﬁfM1ze11,
The total number available to wood -
ducks on the east side was 93 boxes. ’Thcfboxes,were_first‘checked on '
" April 6 awd 5 boxes weye being utilized. - The boxes were checked again
~ on June 28 and three additionsl boxes were being used. . Oue new nest
_conteined 10 eggs on June 28.and another new nest was empty. The 6 nests

- contained 53 eggs of which 45 had hatched and 8 remaiped in the nests.

' Theretore 85% of the eggs lain in these 6 nests hatched successfully.
Several boxes were used by other syamp residents. Squirrels occupied

6 boxes, birds 6, screech owls 2, and plne sgake 1.

- Only five broods ofigﬁoa»qucksfﬁave been reﬁorﬁeavaa.bf&Juhé.30f_:J
and averaged only 2.6’youhg'per“brooﬁ,» R DU

c. Turkeys.

© Myurkeys have been seen ou two occasions near the refuge boundaries
but pone have been reported. on refuge lend duringthis period. 'The last
~ observation of the turkeys transplanted from Cape Romain Refuge to.
© Billy's Island was in February, 1965. = = = C e T

D. = Bears.

- Three:bears bgVé.been,seen-dnminsuthis‘perioda‘ One was seen below
. the Suwanmee River Sill om April 21, one nesr Floyd's Island on Jupe 18 .
" and one in‘the_POCke’b OB June 29‘ o v p - o Lo L
; Conflicts.betveen'bears”and’apiaristsfcontinue on lends adjacent to
_the refuge boundary., Reports have been received that bear were being
trapped at an aplary near the refuge boundary iun the Pocket and trabs-
 ported alive to enother state to pe sold.  Two live bears were confis-
' cated by Georgia Came Rangers from Mr. Mason Herrin, Manor, Georgia, who
cleimed they were destroylug his: bee colonies. It vac later determined
thet the man did not own a single bee hive. It is believed that = -
Mr. Herrin hed trapped the bears with the intention of selling them. C
The bsars were released on Waycross State Forest vear our refuge boun-
’ dary' : . _‘ . e ’ . o ‘ :‘ ‘v"l o v - . .. - " . ‘. ‘ ‘ » )
" B. Deer.
~ Deer are seen frequently and deer sign is common on most upland areas
' adjacent to the swamp edge. Several fawns may ‘be seen at Stephen Foster

State Park on Jomes Island. One adult male vas killed by an automobile
on the Pocket road on May 10. Seven deer were seen on Billy's Island =

» .- on June 17,




i

"~ R, ‘Riccoons. L

Raccoons are numerous aad raccoou aign is abundant almost everywhere..v

- Thcy can be seen almost any day or night along'the Pocket road and are.
o sometimea & nuisance at Stephcn Fostcr State Park. SRR

Thrce more . otters were ahipped to Wheeler Rcruge auring Jaauary and

.”beruary of this period The total traneplant now standa at 7 malee,
l"h females and oue unknown. . e , ,

- Otters were ‘seen more. frcquently this period aad one friendly 1ndi-;.f1: o
. vi&ual stayed near’ Camp Cornelia boat dock for eeveral days.,.ﬁ . R

H, Fishing.

Fishing vas. fair to good during nost of ‘this perioa and excellent
during May when the water level dropped. Creel limits of pan £ish and .
chain pickerel were reported Oge_largemquth‘baas,takeu gt Cgmp,Cornel@a )

" veighed 1L 1ba. 4oz,

 The borréw pits along the Pockeb rosd vers: fertilized auring this &
period and were to be openea to the general public at the end of this
period ' K o - : v

,”I; All_ggtora.'

Alligatora are Bumerous. on the refuge and may be seen in considerable ="
'numbers on yarm days. Alligator poachers continue to be & problem at

~ Okefenokee. Most of the poaching was at the Suvammee River Sill and in

Territory Pruirie. . "Three violctore vere apprehenied during this pericd.,

- Almost constant patrolling is necossary during thc warmer months to _z

prevent’ wholesule ﬁepredationa by poachers..h,.

R Miacellaneous.,g e

Assistant Manager EdwnravCollianorth reported Y mink in the Suwanneq f

 Cana1 on February 3. Wildlife Biologist Leonard" Walker saw_a rabbit

- slong the edge of the Suwannee Canal approximntely two milee utst of the o

Camp Cornelia boat ‘dock on Mhy 6

K. Nest Predabion Stndy.

Three dummy aest transects wore eatabliahed on Okefenokee Refuge

- during this period.. The transects ‘were located 1w Chesser Prairie, the
- Pocket and on.Cowhouse Island Thcy vere established on March 2, 3 and
4, respectively..v ' L - ,

The egge of thu Chesser Prairie tramsect were placed along the spoil

"7vbnnk of the Suwannee canal and on ”batteries and mate of maidencane and




vere approximately parallel to a line of wood duck neating boxes.

o Thc Pockct transect was estnblished near the swamp line with approxi- S
mately one-half on burued over timber lend and the remainder on a two-year

* " o0ld pine plantatiom. This transect 1s near a line of wood duck nesting

" boxes that are located. out in the svanp. The transect is. on upland that

- 1s. conaidered to be poor to fair turkcy hnbitat.

- The Cowhouae Island transcct 10 on uplana timber land in & two-year
' rough that is. considere& to be poor to fnir turkey habitset. :

- The Pochct, Cowhouse Island and Chcsaer Prairie transects were chccked
on April 12 18 and 21 respectively, with results &s rollows~ A

) ’ o §g§ 1ntacb Raccoon Skunk Crow Unknown Tbtii”'c
fChesecr Prairie R N T - ,_.>»_ % 5§ -

‘Pocket .- - . 3. . ko 16 30 . 5k
Cownouse Island o _«:_ S 3 6 j —._ Uy Sk
. ‘Totals = . 9 - Two. = 22 '-ﬂv S0 1%2
% of total 5.55 . 2h. 69 13 58 0. 62 ss .55 . - 99. 999

L A rise in the water levcl aften the traasccts were established wvas -
* probably responsible for the fate of a major portion of the 46 eggs listed*,,

’ vundcr unknown for the Chesser Prairie transects.v>»

- No trace was. found of the 30 and lh eggs liated under unknown for the
 Pocket and Cowhouse Island transects, however, it is believed that most if
 not a&ll of these bhy eggs vere taken.by predators.. Predators: accounted L
_for at least 38% of the eggs. anﬂ the actual loss to predation was probably .

considerably greater. , , _ - o

I WEED CONTROL. fai,"

- The pey growth of maidencanc (Panicum hemitomum) along the brushy
edges of the Suwannee Canal was sprayed on May 4, 5, 18, 19, 23 and 31,
‘and June 1 and 2. Although apraying was hamperca by bad weather and
equipment breakdowns the results vere excellent. It is estimated that
better than 95% of the maideg gue was killed on the approximately 5

- . .acres of canal margin

, Approximately one acre of aquatic spikerueh (Eleocharis bnldwinii)
was treated on May 18 with Ortho diquat. in the boat trail at Billy's
Island. Good results were obtained even though [ strong current swept

o the chemical downstream too fast for optimum reeults.

o On Jnnc 3 and 7 mats of maidencane in the Suwannee Bivcr Sill borrow -
pit totalling approximately 3.5 acres were sprayed with' dowpon with '

‘excellent results. Maidencane has epread rapidly in the borrow pit and .
‘ehould be checked annually to prevent its encroachmcnt on this opcn watcr '

Water willow (Decadon verticillatus) along the boat run betweenv

b




Billy ) Lnke and ‘the Suwannec Canal was sprayed with e mixture of o
2-4,D and 2-4-5,7 on June 8, 14, 16, 17 and 18. This vork was hampered
by bad wveather vhich included e hurricanc, and cquipment failure, Re-.
- sults of the spraying was excellent; however several. mats of maidencane
still interfere with boat travel and should be sprayed with dowpon.
Dowpon 1is en effective herbicide for water willoy end meifencane and
possibly future spraying along this boat rum ehould be- done with this
~ chemical rather than 2~h D and 2«&«5,T.v' ‘ . A

III. ECOLOGICAL SUCCESSION FOLLOWING FLOODING BY THE
e SUHANNEE RIVER SILL - -

Thc marked tree transect is to be checked during late ‘summer of
1966. The Mack's Island and Pocket - transects are to be checked during
late summer of 1966 or. 1967 L o s .

'IV.‘ PLANT SUCCESSIOH ON PRAIRIE BATTERIES

. The Chcsaer Prairie and S&pling Prairic Batteries are . to be checked |
on alternate ycara._ The rext check will be auring the late Csummer of ‘

| 1967.

V. . BCOLOGICAL succsss;tor FOLLOWING THE 195b 1955
T FIRES x

, The Suwannee Canal and the Soldier Camp Ieland Burn Plots werc chccked
in 1065 and are duc again in 1968. The . Billy 8 Lake ‘Burn Plot is to be
checked in late summer of 1966'or 1967 S _

' vI». SPECIAL Assmmmc. _

o An asaigument vas received during Novcmber, 1965 on the Pesticides
Monitoring Program. This program is being conducted concurrcntly with

" the annual’ ‘Waterfowl Wing Survey. A random sanple of mallard amd black

. duck wings from the Atlantic Flywey and mallardings only from each of
‘the other flyways was selected for analysis for pesticide residuce. ' :
FPour weeks were devoted to thio program &uring January, February and. March'

' of this period. _ .

VI, PUBLIC RELATIONS.. |
A Christmas Bird Count was conducted“on‘Jéadafy 1. The results .
were reported in the Refuge Narratch Report for 1965 o o

’ Color plides of the Rcfuge and its wildlife wag shown to 3 cub Scout
,Troop at Alice Strect School on February 2.° : . :

~ On March 5 a group of 15 Georgia State College students were given
@ tour of the cast side and & talk on “the ecology'of the Okefenokee
- -Swamp illustrated with.color slides.v o

A news article was prepared for thc Waycross Jburual—Hcrald velative.
~ to National Wildlife week on ﬁarch 2. .

BN




A talk on éonsetvatioa 1ilus£tatéd Vith‘color élideéﬁi,s'"pfééenteé~
to 90 Vocationalngriculture studeuts_at’wareHCOunty High School on
March 25. L S, e T

. Dr. Joho Phillips and Mr, Roy Kaluerck, wildlife biologist and for-
ester, respectively, were given a tour of the.east'sidejof{the refuge on

‘March 29,

On April 13 PrbesaQr.E, W}{Mbgreﬁ dudv21 tdfe§try studeats froﬁ
Colorado State University vere given a tour of the west side of the

OnApril 1b, Mr, Lewis Diets, @ writer for "Field and Stream"
magezine,was;given“ngtourvOt»thc cast side of the refuge. The origin .
and ecology of the swamp vas explained to Mr, Dietz,who wgs writing &

story nboue.the swamp, -

' Oa April 26 Mr. John Ahlhauser, Milyaukee Journal, vas given & tour
of the east side of the refuge to obtain photographs for a story.

On April 26 Mr. Don Pfitzer, Conservation Bducation Coorinator, vas
given assistance in making sound recordings und'photogrmphs-on'the east
side of the refuge. T L e e T

On May 3 Mr. George thlé;:ﬁatiénalngrk Service; was givén,a;tbﬁr:’ e

of the east elde prairies.

On May 6,7,9,11,12 and 13 Mr. Robert Sisson , Staff Photographer,.
Nationel Geographicr : Magazine,“wta“aesistediib’obtaining photographs
for their fo:thcomingviasue»on Nationa1’WildlifgﬁRcfugcs.v» Lo
On May 7, a group of 24 from Aususta State College was given a tour .
of the east side prairies and the origin and ecology of thg'swamp'were
explained to the group. I S -

- On June 16 and 17 Dr. Leon Zalkow, Professor of Chemistry, Georgia o
Tech, wae assisted in collecting plants reported to have medicinal value,
Dr. Zalkow 1s extracting identifiable compounds from the plants to = . .
determine whether they have true wmedicinel value or mot. -

On June l?;ﬁ‘gfbép_of Q;fréﬁ'Prihbipii qulegé,_Elsah,-Iiiinp;s;‘ _
were shown color glidee'relativé-tbtthe.origin,gnd_ecplpgy of the Oke-

feonokee Swamp. .

Lo : . . .Leonard 0. Walker .
August b4, 1966 . . Wildlife Biologist SRR
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